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Welcome to News on the Fly, your essential bi-weekly news update! Here’s the top stories in the last few days:  
 

“Zoonotic disease” 
 
Current academic research suggest that COVID-19 is a zoonotic disease, that is, a disease that stems from animal origins 
but has been transmitted to humans. Other diseases that are zoonotic include H1N1 (swine flu); H5N1 (avian flu); Ebola; 
amongst others.  
 

 
Recent rise in COVID-19 community cases due to ‘proactive’ screening, situation remains 
‘under control’  
8 June 2020 | Channel NewsAsia  
The government assures the Republic that the recent spike in community cases were due to proactive screening and that 
the situation is “within expectations” and “under control”.  
 
Circuit breaker saw positive effects on health benefits for some   
8 June 2020 | The Straits Times  
Contrary to warnings of a global mental health crisis from the UN and local surveys noting the mental health fallout, 
some charities note the circuit beaker has resulted in positive health effects for some Singaporeans. This was attributed 
to having more time and capacity to decompress and recharge.   
 

 

Lockdowns saved many lives and easing them is risky, say scientists   
8 June 2020 | Reuters 
Two recent studies have shown that easing lockdown measures could possibly result in the spread of COVID-19 and 
easing restrictions now comes with high risks of infections.  
 

New Zealand lifts lockdown as it declares virus eliminated, for now  
8 June 2020 | The New York Times  
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https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-community-cases-proactive-screening-under-control-12815540
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-community-cases-proactive-screening-under-control-12815540
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/charities-say-circuit-breaker-saw-positive-effects-or-health-benefits-for-some
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-lockdowns/lockdowns-saved-many-lives-and-easing-them-is-risky-say-scientists-idUSKBN23F1G3
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/08/world/australia/new-zealand-coronavirus-ardern.html?campaign_id=3&emc=edit_MBAU_p_20200608&instance_id=19188&nl=morning-briefing&regi_id=79554079&section=topNews&segment_id=30374&te=1&user_id=ef3b711c58146a3226e2ec5fdd061bb2


Contact us for more details: 
hello@spurwingcomms.com 

Kiwis are having a taste of life pre-COVID-19 as authorities declare an end to strict lockdown laws. The country has had 
no active COVID-19 cases and no new active cases. Together with Iceland, these two nations appear to have eradicated 
the COVID-19 virus. 
 
China hails its virus triumphs, and glosses over its mistakes  
7 June 2020 | The New York Times  
China portrayed its approach to combating the coronavirus as a model for the world; staunchly defending its actions, 
arguing it remained transparent when communicating the outbreak. 
 

 
Bird’s eye view of protests across the US and around the world  
7 June 2020 | The New York Times  
Over the weekend, thousands flooded the streets to protest racism and police violence in response to the death of George 
Floyd while under police custody. The aerial photographs captured the scope of the peaceful protests from Manhattan, 
USA to Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 
Coronavirus lockdown found to worsen childhood obesity: ‘The excess weight gained may 
not be easily reversible’ 
5 June 2020 | Food Navigator  
A new study reveals that obese children, when removed from schools and the structured programme they provide, have 
indulged in unhealthy lifestyle behaviours including eating more junk food, and having increased sedentary activity. 
Concurrently, physical exercise and consumption of vegetables have decreased exponentially. 
 
New hope for patients with lung cancer  
8 June 2020 | The Straits Times  
Patients with advanced stage small cell lung cancer may have a chance of living longer if their treatment combines 
chemotherapy with immunotherapy. A study shows combination therapy helps to reduce the risk of death by up to 30 per 
cent. 
 
 

 
We’ve been listening to Asia Matters, a podcast that takes a deep dive with expert commentary on developments in the 
region. The latest episode details the crash of China’s equivalent of Starbucks – Luckin’ Coffee.  
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/07/world/asia/china-coronavirus.html?campaign_id=3&emc=edit_MBAU_p_20200607&instance_id=19169&nl=morning-briefing&regi_id=79554079&section=topNews&segment_id=30311&te=1&user_id=ef3b711c58146a3226e2ec5fdd061bb2
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/06/07/us/george-floyd-protest-aerial-photos.html?campaign_id=3&emc=edit_MBAU_p_20200607&instance_id=19169&nl=morning-briefing&regi_id=79554079&section=topNews&segment_id=30311&te=1&user_id=ef3b711c58146a3226e2ec5fdd061bb2
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2020/06/05/Coronavirus-lockdown-found-to-worsen-childhood-obesity
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2020/06/05/Coronavirus-lockdown-found-to-worsen-childhood-obesity
https://www.straitstimes.com/lifestyle/new-hope-for-patients-with-lung-cancer
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